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Game Reports:

Your Final Duty!
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When finished with this 

presentation the referee will know 

what a game report is and how it is 

prepared 

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps


Fall 2010Fall 2010

What is a Game Report?

An official document summarizing 

relevant events of the game, including 

before and after the game.

Get a copy of the blank report from one the 

links below:

PDF 

Format

MICROSOFT 

WORD

2007

MICROSOFT 

WORD

97-2003

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
http://www.swosoa.org/USSF/2011_recert/mods_CD/USSF_Game_Report_Completepdf.pdf
http://www.swosoa.org/USSF/2011_recert/mods_CD/USSF_Game_Report_Complete.docx
http://www.swosoa.org/USSF/2011_recert/mods_CD/USSF_Game_Report_Complete2003.doc
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Why is a Game Report 

Needed?  

 Documents notable events, problems, 

serious injuries and/or misconduct of 

players, team officials or spectators. 

 Provides a legal record of the match for 

the league, the competition, and the 

Referee and ARs

 Completes the duties of the Referee

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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All Matches that require a record ….

– Misconduct

– Injuries 

– Problems 

– League requirements

– A record for the referee

When is a Game Report 

Needed?  

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Who is responsible for the 

Game Report?

The Referee Team

– Referee writes

– With input from   
the AR’s

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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All game reports consist of two sections –

….. the fill-in-the-blank (who / what / where 
/ when) section 

….. and the freestyle description of the 
game and any incidents section.

Game report should give a clear and concise   
account of the game.

GAME REPORTS

How do I write a proper Game Report?

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps


Fall 2010

1) Be ACCURATE

2) Be BRIEF

3) Be CLEAR

4) Write LEGIBLY 

5) Use correct spelling and punctuation 

May be useful to seek input on what you 
have written from a more experienced 
colleague.

GAME REPORTS

How do I write a proper Game Report?

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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First Section of Report

BASIC (Fill-in-blank) INFORMATION

 Game Date, Time, Location

 League / Division

 Home / Visiting Team Name & Number

 Referee and AR names and grades

 Incidents – injuries or misconduct

 Player Name, Pass # , Shirt #, & Team Affiliation

GAME REPORTS

How do I write a proper Game Report?

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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First page of 
the Report

Basic Fill-In 
Information

Incidents –
Injuries and 
Misconduct

Use 7 + 7 
Cautionable & 

Send-Off 
language

…
…

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Second page of 
the Report

Add here any details 
about incidents…

•When did it happen
•Where did it happen
•Why did it happen
•What else was 

happening 
•What did you do 

about it

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Where is the Report Sent?

• League Officials

• Referee Assignor

Within 48 hours from the end of 
the match

Referee must keep a copy of the 
report

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Exercise  1

 Look at the excerpts 
on the following two 
slides that are taken 
from actual game 
reports

 How could they be 
improved?

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Actual Yellow Card Reports

 A player ran past the referee with 

hate in their eyes ....

 The coaches lost control of 

themselves ….

 Several people said that the 

attacker said…..

 We recommend that the coaches 

from the Greenberg team be 

suspended for six games ….

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Actual Red Card Reports

 “Abusive language against Tempo 

U-16”.

 “Abusive language - Charging the 

referee by Sam Stone”

 “The player was ejected for 

intentionally slide tackling the 

goalie from behind after the 

goalie had possession of the ball 

in the goal box.”

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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OFFENSE VS. INCIDENT

Report must differentiate between the "offense" 

and the "incident“

…. The "offense" is a classification in 

accordance with the Laws of the Game that 

defines a player’s misconduct  (7 & 7 

Offenses)

…. The "incident" is what the player actually 

did at the time the offense was committed.

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Key Points about Reports

• Accurate

• Concise

• Proper Terms (7&7)

• Legible

• Emotionless

• Just the Facts!!!

• Language – Direct quotes

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Exercise  2

• Watch the Group 
Melee video clip on 
the  following slide

• Go to USSoccer.com
and download a 
blank game report

• Complete the game 
report and bring it to 
re-certification class

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Group Melee

To start, place mouse on video and left-click.

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Group Melee - Overview of Situation

Boys U15 –U16 match.  First half  … 6 fouls (3 on red, 

3 on white) and 2 Cautions (both on white), then:  

At 22 minutes into the match, Red #4 receives the ball and shoots 

from the top of the penalty arc.

#7 White and #4 Red begin to fight.  You see a hard kick at #4 Red 

by #7 White.  

You blow your  whistle and move toward the two players, who are 

grabbing one another.  #5 Red runs to try and pull them apart as do 

you.

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Group Melee - Overview of Situation

Two White players and the White goalkeeper (GK) also join in 

trying to separate players.   #12 and #3 White are grabbing #5 

Red and a White teammate #7.  

After #5 Red is released, he immediately comes over and 

pushes the White GK in the chest. 

Things continue  é  the White GK is then hit again by #10 

Red, as you are showing a red card to #4 Red.   

As you turn and start to walk away from your ARôs side of the 

field, #4 Red follows you (along with 4 or 5 teammates) to 

question the you.

You yell at #4 Red, ñYouôre off!  Get off, Get outtaô here!ò

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Group Melee - Overview of Situation

The Red teammates ask about the White player and you say  

ñHeôs getting oneò and show # 7 White a red card and yell ñGet 

outta here- both of you.  Both of you, outtaô here.ò

As you begin to write, your AR comes over and says, ñ10 White 

needs a red card.ò   You call #10 Red over and show him a red 

card.  

# 5 Red then asks you  ñWhat about the goalie?ò  You then say, 

ñGuys, thatôs it-get outta here.ò 

#5 Red says ñThatôs Bullshit -Ask your linesman.ò

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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Group Melee - Overview of Situation

The AR gets your attention and comes onto the field of play.  

You ask the AR, ñDid you see the keeper do anything?ò   The 

AR says, ñThe keeper was on top of him.ò  

You say to the AR, ñYou got a whistle?  I lost mine.ò  The AR 

hands you  a whistle.  

You then ask the AR ñSo should I throw out the keeper too?ò  

AR says, ñYes  I would throw him out.  He was on top of 

him.ò

You walk away from the AR toward the GK and motion to the 

GK to come meet you.  You show the GK a red card.
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Game Reports: Your Final Duty!

1.   What is a game report?

2.   Who is responsible for preparing the game report?

3.   Who gets the report?

4.   How does the referee describe misconduct in the report?

Name (Print): _____________________________           

Print this page, answer the questions and bring it with you to recertification

http://www.ussoccer.com/home/default.sps
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