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Running the Line

When finished with this presentation 

the student will know basic AR 

responsibilities, mechanics for 

offside, as well as touchline and goal 

line ball out-of-play restarts. 
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Running the Line

The Referee Team

The Referee and two Assistant 

Referees (ARs) are the THIRD TEAM

This team determines the 

quality of the match
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Running the Line

The Teamôs ñFieldò

AR 1

AR2

Referee

ÂThe Referee runs diagonal 

(standard diagonal shown) 

ÂEach AR covers ¼ of the 

field

ðsees whatõs ahead and 

behind the Referee

ðjudges most offside calls 

and ball out of play 

restarts in their area.
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Running the Line

The Teamôs ñFieldò

AR 1

AR2

Referee

ÂSometimes the Referee runs 

a òreverseó diagonal when 

field conditions dictate 

ÂAR covers ¼ of the field

ðsees whatõs ahead and 

behind the Referee

ðjudges most offside calls 

and ball out of play 

restarts in their area.
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Running the Line

The AR During Playé

üAlways stays with 2nd to last defender or ball ïwhichever is 

closest to goal line

üStays square to field by sidestepping or sprinting when 

necessary

üIf ball is in opposite end of field and if 2nd to last defender is in 

their opponents half of the field, stops at the half way line

üBeing an AR is not easy ïconcentrate and stay in position

üMake sure there is room to run your line ïmove subs, bench 

personnel and fans away from touchline.

üIf sun is in your eyes, ask referee if you can wear a cap or sun 

glasses to shield your eyes

üAlways, always, always be in position ïin line with 2nd to last 

defender or ball and square to field.
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Running the Line

AR Responsibilities

ÂPROVIDE ADVICE & ASSIST

the Referee

ÂSupervise substitutions

ÂBack up time

ÂBack up book (score, cautions, 

ejections, etc.)

What are they?
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Running the Line

AR Responsibilities: Pre-Game

Â Arrive 30 min early ðdressed & 

looking like a referee

Â Meet with the Referee !!

Â Check player equipment, player 

passes 

Â Check condition of field, goals 

(anchored), holes in nets, etc.  

Â Fill -in if Referee is delayed (check 

field, game balls, coin toss, etc.)
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