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Consider the situationé.

A ball is played into space by an 
attacker.  Another attacker who was 
in an offside position when the ball 
was played moves to play the ball.  

Do you wait until the attacker moving 
to the ball touches the ball before 
you flag them for offside?

THINK ABOUT IT



The purpose of this presentation is 
to define: 

1) what particular conditions 
must exist to constitute 
òactive involvementó when 
judging whether a player has 
committed an offside offense 

2) when the AR should raise the 
flag to signal that an offside 
offense has occurred.



Position + Involvement

Offside:

The Offence
requiresé.



Position + Involvement

Offside Position means an attacker isé.

ü closer to the goal line than the ball
ü in their opponents half of field
ü ahead of the second to last defender

Offside:

The Offence
requiresé.



Position + Involvement

Involvement comes in 3 formsé.

I. Interfering with play

II. Interfering with an opponent

III. Gaining an advantage

Offside:

The Offence
requiresé.



touching the ball last 
played or touched by a 

teammate.

Offside:

I.  Interfering with play 
meansé.



Offside:
Interfering with Play ð1

GK
A2

A1

Offside 
Offense

An attacker in an offside position A2, 
, 

touches the ball. This player is offside when 
he touches the ball.



Offside:
Interfering with Play ð2

GK
A2

A1

An attacker at A1 
shoots the ball 
towards the goal.



Offside:
Interfering with Play ð2

GK
A2

A1
An attacker ( A2) in an offside position 

, does 
not touch the ball.

This player should not be penalized because 
he did not touch the ball .

NO Offside 
Offense



Offside:
Interfering with Play - 3

GK

A1

Attacker A plays 
ball forward into 
space

A



Offside:
Interfering with Play - 3 

GK
A2

Another attacker in an offside position A1 runs 
towards the ball and plays it at A2. 

A1



Offside:
Interfering with Play - 3

GK

A1

A2

The assistant referee 
should raise the flag only
when the player touches 

the ball at A2.

Offside 
Offense



a) Blocking the movement or 
vision of an opponent

OR

b) Making a movement which 
distracts or deceives an 
opponent

Offside:

II. Interfering with an 
opponent meansé.



Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð1A

GK

A1 Offside 
Offense

An attacker in an offside position A1, is 
obstructing the GKõs clear line of vision 
and interfering with the GKõs ability to 
fairly play the ball.  



Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð1B

GKA1

NO Offside 
Offense

An attacker in an offside position A1, is 
obstructing the goalkeeperõs line of vision.  



Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð2

GK

A1

An attacker makes a square passé.

B



Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð2

GK

A1

Offside 
Offense

and an attacker from an offside position A1, runs 
toward the ball, preventing the opponent B from 
playing or being able to play the ball.   

B



Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð3

GK

A1

Attacker A plays 
ball forward into 
space

A



GK
A2

A1

When an attacker in an offside position A1 runs to 
play the ball to last touched by an attacker 

ðthe AR should raise the flag 
immediately for interfering with an opponent.

Offside 
Offense

Offside:
Interfering with an Opponent ð3



playing (touching) a ball that

ïrebounds off a goal post 
or the crossbar  é.oré.

ïdeflects off an opponent

Offside:

III.  Gaining an Advantage 
meansé.



Offside:
Gaining an Advantage - 1

GKA2

A1

Offside 
Offense

A shot from A1 rebounds off the keeper to 
attacker A2 who was in an offside position 
when the shot was taken.  A2 is offside 
when they touch the ball ðGaining an 
Advantage .



Offside:
Gaining an Advantage - 2

GKA2

A1

A pass from A1 rebounds off a defender to 
attacker A2 who was in an offside position 
when the pass was attempted.  A2 is offside 
when they touch the ball ðGaining an 
Advantage .

Offside 
Offense



Do not signal for offside 
unless you see:

üa touch on the ball        or

üclear interference with an opponent
(directly blocking the movement or 
vision of an opponent)

Referees and
Assistant Referees



òInterfering with Playó or òGaining an 
Advantageó requires actual contact with 
the ball.

HOWEVERé..òTouching the balló is not 
required for calling offside if the 
attacker is òInterfering with an Opponentó 
by making a movement or gesture which, 
in the opinion of the referee, deceives or 
distracts that opponent.

Review



NOT SURE???

ÇWhen in doubt ðNO CALL

ÇWait until you are sure

ÇA slow, accurate call is better than 
a quick, wrong call

Referees and
Assistant Referees



OFFSIDE  On - Line 
Module Quiz

This concludes the first segment of the Offside 
on- line presentation.

As a review you will need to:

1)  Print out the blank answer sheet posted 
on the next page 

2)  Answer the five (5) questions that follow

3)  Print your name on the line provided

4)  Bring completed answer sheet to Module 
òAó class session.


